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G ov. AndrewCuomo’s failure
to knock his now-vanquished
Democratic Party primary
challenger off the ballot last

month obviously had little or no impact
upon his electoral fortunes. But the
spectacle of trying to prove that law
professor Zephyr Teachout did not
continuously reside inNewYork for the
last five years, asmandated by the state
constitution, revealed the harshness of
the requirement.

The question, of course, is why the
five-year residency rule exists. Other
than statewide officials andmembers
of the Legislature,most public officials
must reside in their jurisdiction only on
the day they are elected, not before. The
mayor of theCity ofNewYork, for exam-
ple, could actually live in the suburbs as
long as hemoves to the city onElection
Day. The same applies for approximate-
ly two-thirds of the state’smunicipal
officials. Albany has an in-between rule,
requiring its officials to reside in the
city a year prior to taking office.

Candidates for Congress andU.S.
Senate alsomay live elsewhere until
ElectionDay. Two formerNewYork
senators immediately come tomind.
“Put RobertKennedy toWork forNew
York,” his campaign urged, implicitly
acknowledging that theU.S. Attorney
General had notmadeNewYork his
home.Hillary Clinton, a resident of
WashingtonD.C., familiarized her-
self with the state by her now-famous
“listening tour.” Tomake the point that
peripatetic candidates for Congress
knowno bounds, oneBrooklyn law-
yer simultaneously ran in primaries
forU.S. Senate this year inWyoming,
Alaska, Oregon and Idaho.Had hewon
anywhere (he did not), he could have
quickly packed his bags.

But governors and other state of-
ficials are held to a different residency
standard. California andTexas, like
NewYork, impose a five-year rule for
governor; NewJersey, Florida andNew
Hampshire require a full seven years.
When challenged in the courts, such
lengthy residency laws have
been upheld. ANewYork
appeals court in 1990
found that the require-
mentwas a “minimal

infringement on participation in the
electoral process and acts asmerely a
temporary barrier to potential candi-
dates.” The court then explained, quot-
ing fromproceedings duringNewYork’s
1846 state constitutional convention: A
governor should be “here long enough
tomake himself acquaintedwith the
peculiarity of our government, with the
institutions andwants of the State, the
defects in our system, if any, the laws
of the State, the habits of the State, and
with the various local interests of the
State.” A federal court upholdingNew
Hampshire’s requirement ruled simi-
larly, saying that voters needed time to
become familiarwith candidates.

Residency requirements for state
officials were first propounded in 1780
by JohnAdams, principal author of the
first constitution of theCommonwealth
ofMassachusetts before becoming
president. NewHampshire followed suit
four years later. No doubt state preroga-
tives and jealousieswere at play. In 1787,
the newU.S. Constitution incorporated
the same approach, imposing a national
residency requirement for president (14
years),member of theHouse (seven),
and senator (nine). Residency require-
ments quickly became the norm,with
NewYork joining the fold in 1821.

In light of technological and trans-
portation advances, however, where
access to information is abundant and
mobility is commonplace, such restric-
tions are neither necessary nor practi-

cal. After all, while statesmay have dif-
ferent concerns from time to time,most
substantive issues Americans now face
are fairly universal. In any event, voters
should have unfettered choicewhen
decidingwho is best qualified to govern.
Perhaps length of residency in a home
statemay factor into a voter’s decision,
but probably takes a back seat tomore
significant criteria.

I favor the approach of the original
NewYorkConstitution, written in
1777, a few years before Adams set the
trend. Aside frombeing a property
owner, whichwas then the norm, to be
eligible to serve as governor a candidate
only had to show that hewas “wise and
discreet,” languagemodeled on biblical
references to leaders exhibiting intel-
ligence and discernment. This straight-
forward approach got it right. Voters
should be able to choose the best person.
A simple, and profoundly democratic
principle.

In 2017, in a referendumNewYork
must conduct every 20 years, voters
will decidewhether to hold another
state constitutional convention. Should
they decide to do so, delegates ought to
revisit the residency requirement. John
Adams and the other Foundersmay
have had a sound basis for creating the
rule, but it no longer serves voterswho
should have free rein at the polls.
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Aperiod of adjustment

Let’s talk about JoanRivers’many talents
Dear Joan,
Canwe talkhere?Unbelievablewhat

happened to you.Eighty-one is too young
tokick. I thought you’d goon forever.

I never sawyouperform live, but you
and Ihavealwaysbeen sistersunder the
skinas far as I’mconcerned.BothJewish,
bothborn inBrooklynonJune8 (though
decades apart), both in lovewithmaking
people laugh,which isno small feat.

Not to brag, but Iwas votedwitti-
est girl inmyhigh school class. I even
earned thenicknameMightyMouth,
since I never shut up, something you can
appreciate. Always, I fantasized about
what itwould be like to do stand-up com-
edy. I never tried it. I’mnot that fearless.

But youwere, JoanRivers.When I
was a kid,my father loved you (second
only to a good pastrami on rye from the
kosher deli), and I loved a lot ofwhat he
loved.He revered Jewish comedians,
especially the oneswho played the

Catskills nightclubs. One timewhen
wewere there,my parents letme stay
up pastmy bedtime to seeDonRickles,
whomade fun ofme in front of a full
house for falling asleep. I cried, burrow-
ing intomymom’s prizedmink stole.
Joan, other peoplewere targets for your
crude and rude jokes, but sometimeswe
suffer for laughter, true?

Oncemymother toldme about seeing
your act in the 1970s at Long Island’s
WestburyMusic Theater. “Hermother
had just died but she said the showmust
go on.”

And your shows alwayswent on, even
in your darkest hours. Thatwas clear
from the recent documentary about
your life. The loneliness, depression and
raw truth about trying to succeed re-
ally touchedme. Iwas stunned by how
hard youworked to book acts, to stay
relevant, current and employed, even
with your superstardom. You took every
job you could get. You put yourself out
there, time after time, reinventing your-

self, not caringwhat others thought.
What a rolemodel for the rest of us.

As a girl, I couldn’t articulatewhat
youmeant tome, but I knew, deep down,
that youwere one-of-a-kind, a standout
among the best stand-up comedians—
nearly allmen—of that era.

Youwere scrappy, pushy, a boundary-
busting fighterwhonever gave up your
stage dreams. Lately, you stalked the red
carpet in your glitzy outfits with your
biting commentary. Ridiculous? Yeah.
Of course, therewas also the perpetual
plastic rearrangement of your famous
face, evenmore ridiculous. That always
got people talking.

I closemy ears to the naysayerswho
revile you. I accept you forwho you
were, and I’llmiss you, JoanRivers,my
astrological twin. Youwere a true star
and an inspiration. I hope you kill in
heaven.

Tina Lincer is awriter from▶
Loudonville.

Have residency requirements for governors
overstayed their welcome?
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Goodell
no profile
in courage

Washington
WhenRogerGoodell was growing up here,

he had the best possible example ofmoral
leadership.His father, amoderateNewYork
Republican appointed byGov.NelsonRocke-
feller to BobbyKennedy’s Senate seat after the

assassination, risked his
career to come out against
theVietnamWar.

“We should not be en-
gaged in a landwar 10,000
miles away,” hewrote to
Rockefeller.

EggedonbyHenry
Kissinger,RichardNixon
neverblanchedatputting
hispoliticalviabilityahead
ofthelivesofkidsonthe
battlefield,butCharles

Goodellwouldnotdothat.InSeptember1969,the
senatortriedtoforcethepresidenttowithdraw
all thetroopsfasterbyintroducingabill,S-3000,
withholdingmoney.Hecouldhavewaiteduntil
afterhiselectionthefollowingyear, thusgarner-
ingNixon’ssupport,buthewasthatrarecreature
thatseemstohavevanishedfromtheWashing-
tonlandscape:aprofile incourage.

Hismoral stance brought down the im-
moral Furies: Nixon, Agnew andKissinger,
who suggestedGoodell was treasonous. As his
five sons, including 11-year-oldRoger, watched
in dismay, the vengefulNixonWhiteHouse
schemed against Goodell’s re-election, and, at
44, his political careerwas kaput.

The two legacies fromhis dad, BryanCurtis
wrote inGrantland last year, couldwell be “a
measure of his dad’s idealism, his contrarian-
ism, his stubbornness. And I betwe’d also find
a kind of defensemechanism that develops
when you see your dad destroyed on a public
stage. An instinct thatmakes you think, I
won’t let that happen tome.”

Now theNFL commissioner, he proudly
keeps a framed copy of the original S-3000 on
thewall of his office onParkAvenue and told
TheTimes’ GeorgeVecsey in 2010 that it “was
a valuable lesson tome.”

Butwhatwas the lesson?Goodell is acting
more likeNixon, themanwho covered up
crimes, than like his father, who sacrificed his
career to save lives.

As ESPN’sKeithOlbermannnicely
summed it up, “Mr. Goodell is an enabler of
menwho beatwomen,” and hemust resign.

Goodell likestopresenthimselfasalaw-and-
ordersheriffbentonintegrity,whosemottois:
“Protecttheshield.”Butthatdoesn’tseemto
includeprotectingthevictimsofviolenceor
AmericanIndianswhoseetheWashingtonteam’s
nameasaslur.Aswithconcussions,theleague
coveredupuntilthepublicforceditshand.

Thecommissioner,whohasbeenasanctimo-
nious judge foreightyears, suddenlygot lenient.
Hisclaimthat itwas“ambiguousaboutwhat
actuallyhappened” in theAtlanticCitycasino
elevatorbetweenRayRiceandhis then-fiancée,
JanayPalmer,during theValentine’sDaymas-
sacrewasrisible tostartwith.Whatdidhethink
happened?Themanwasdraggingoutanuncon-
sciouswomanlikeasackofmulch.

Goodell’s credibility tookanotherhiton
Thursday,whenDonVanNattaJr.wroteon
ESPN.comthat foursourcesclose toRicehad
said that theplayerhadadmitted to thecom-
missionerduringadisciplinarymeeting inhis
officeonJune16thathehadhithisgirlfriend in
the faceandknockedherout.Thismakessense
sinceGoodell isknownforbeing intolerantof
lies, andsinceRiceprobablyassumedthecom-
missionerhadseenthevideo.YetGoodellonly
suspendedhimfor twogames, two less than if
he’dbeencaught takingAdderall.

It has been suggested that theNFL give
players purple gear (oddly the color of Rice’s
Ravens team) nextmonth in honor ofDomes-
tic ViolenceAwarenessMonth. But theymay
aswell justwear green. TheWall Street Jour-
nal reported that the greed league even asked
entertainers to pay for the privilege of playing
the Super Bowl halftime show.

Goodell was hired by the owners to be a
grow-the-pie guy, whichmeans shielding the
throw-the-punch guy. Since he became com-
missioner in 2006, the league’s 32 gridiron
fiefdoms have increased in value by $10.9 bil-
lion, according to Forbes.Hewants to bring in
$25 billion annually by 2027. Goodell himself
ismakingmore than $44million.

Ownersshrugoffmoral turpitudebecause
whentheypaya lotofmoney foraplayer, they
don’twanthimsittingoutgames, even ifhe’s
beenaccusedofacrime,becauseeverygame
they losemeans lessmerchandiseandfewer
ticket sales. So, as theNFLcontinues itsperp
walk—onFriday,oneof itsbest runningbacks,
theMinnesotaVikingsstarAdrianPeterson,
was indictedonchargesofabusinghis4-year-
oldson inTexas—Goodell looks theotherway.

Theythinktheycangetawaywithanything
now,evenwithwomenbeingalmost50percent
oftheir fanbase.Andmaybetheycan.Twenty
millionpeopletunedintowatchtheRavensplay
Thursdaynightandthepaperswerefilledwith
picturesofwomenproudlywearingRice’s jersey.

Dowdwrites for TheNewYorkTimes.▶
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