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If you’re looking for a book that discloses dirty little secrets, this isn’t it. I doubt, by the way, 
that such a book without the baggage of a Trump hater or lover will come along anyway. 

“True Crimes and Misdemeanors: The Investigation of Donald Trump,” Jeffrey Toobin, 
Doubleday, 2020, 456 pages 

ooking back, as outsiders, both the criminal investigation and impeachment proceedings 
against President Donald Trump were foreordained and doomed from the start, weren’t 
they? Think about it. 

Still, what about the principals? What and when did they know? Didn’t Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller know the minute his “law man”—former deputy solicitor general Michael Dreeben—
told him, early in the game, that official Justice Department policy unambiguously forbade the 
Justice Department (Mueller was indeed “employed” by the Justice Department) from indicting 
a sitting president? Wasn’t Mueller, after all, all but fastidious in following the department’s 
rules of engagement? 

And didn’t the adroit politico that Speaker Nancy Pelosi is know right away that a McConnell-
led Senate would never, especially with the strong economy going for him at the time, convict a 
president who was then the very lifeblood of the Republican Party—a figure, consistent with his 
own braggadocio, who could “stand in the middle of 5th Avenue and shoot somebody and not 
lose voters”? After all, wasn’t just about everything that Trump had done been done in plain 
sight? And if it wasn’t, he seemed almost delighted to admit what he did to the world. Yeah, I 
got rid of Comey because he wouldn’t leave Flynn alone. Yeah, I wanted Wiki to leak more 
Hillary campaign emails. Yeah, I urgently wanted Giuliani to go to Ukraine to dig up stuff on 
Biden. 

Still, if one were to collapse the nearly four years, starting even before Trump took that famous 
ride down his Trump Towers escalator, what a story it would tell. Sure, it could be told, and 
surely will be, by a narrator who won’t hide the reality that he wanted to see the derisive figure 
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that Trump is buried from the outset. Or a narrator who saw him as almost a messiah-like figure 
who was forever beaten and scorned by his envious and dubious enemies trying to bring him 
down by fake allegations. 

If you were a junkie who watched and read everything during the Mueller investigation and in 
its aftermath—we are—you watched Jeffrey Toobin on CNN dissecting on an almost nightly 
basis the vast legal issues implicated by both the criminal investigation and impeachment 
effort. You might, then, conclude that Toobin saw Trump as both criminally indictable and 
worthy of conviction in the Senate. 

You might; but it would likely be because the facts might have warranted those results. You 
would not think it was because Toobin is a Never Trumper or one of those talking head 
commentators who continue to believe that they are still employed by the U.S. attorney’s office 
(as Toobin had been, but only coinicidentally). Toobin is easily the most skilled, and down the 
middle, legal commentator on television today.  But the facts are the facts! 

And that’s what his brand new book: “True Crimes and Misdemeanors: The Investigation of 
Donald Trump” is all about. It’s a skilled “just the facts m’am” approach by an extremely skilled 
narrator who tells the story—and what a story—from the objective venue of scrupulous 
reportage. He details the inner workings of the Trump administration and the investigations 
neatly and without sensationalism. And he accomplished the feat seemingly by collapsing his 
own 100 interviews, the daily investigative reportage of The New York Times, The Washington 
Post, The Wall Street Journal and his own ongoing  journalism over the long haul slog into a 
coherent story of what went wrong in America. 

If you’re looking for a book that discloses dirty little secrets, this isn’t it. I doubt, by the way, 
that such a book without the baggage of a Trump hater or lover will come along anyway. Many 
of us have wondered about those hypothetical questions Toobin stays away from: Was there 
something wrong with Bob Mueller, especially when he testified? Did Mueller’s team consider 
mutiny when he was unwilling to subpoena Trump? Did John Bolton’s publisher somehow 
discourage him from testifying (why read it when you’ve already watched it on CSPAN)? Did any 
of Trump’s lawyers know “from Trump” that Putin had something scandalous on him? Did the 
impeachment managers come at Trump as purely political animals with an eye toward making 
his reelection impossible even though they were bringing a “trial” that they knew they couldn’t 
possibly win? You may draw your own conclusions about these and other questions, but to his 
journalistic credit, you won’t find Toobin’s narrative unfairly  pointing you in any of these 
directions. 

And that, indeed, is the beauty of what Toobin has done. He actually wrote both a book, and 
what amounts to a concluding essay. The book is based on facts, largely devoid of the personal 
thoughts that might invade a book of this type. He probably wrote it while drinking coffee—
likely decaffeinated. Nowhere in those first 440 pages does he show the journalistic mischief of 
a reporter guided by the emotion of a caffeine high—a biographer who has come to despise his 
subject and those around him. 

The “essay,” labeled epilogue, is a 10-page telling of what Toobin really thinks—this more likely 
written with a glass of fine wine sitting next to his desktop. In vino veritas! Here is where all of 
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those months, even years, of reportage gain the editorial truth that he’s well equipped to 
impart: 

• Mueller and Trump—one id, one superego; 

• Did Trump do what Mueller said he did? Was it even worse? 

• What was to blame for the Mueller Report’s baffling “not-guilty, but not-innocent” 

• Did Giuliani help or hurt Trump? What about the other players? 

Interestingly, in deference to Mueller’s U.S. Marine standing—something Toobin explains that 
all but defines Mueller—Toobin titles his epilogue “Semper Fidelis,” the Marines motto 
meaning “always faithful.” The same can be said of Toobin’s book. No matter how tempting it 
may have been, his book remains faithful to the truth of the events, and the meaning of it all. 

 
Joel Cohen is senior counsel at Stroock & Stroock & Lavan and the author of “Blindfolds Off: 
Judges on How They Decide.” 

Dale J. Degenshein is a partner at Armstrong Teasdale.  
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