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 A Year-in-Review: 2022 Public Service Project  
Launched in 2001, our Public Service Project continues Stroock’s longtime commitment to serving 
the public interest. Now in its twenty-second year, we honor the continued dedication and 
commitment of the hundreds of charities and non-profits, grassroots community organizations, 
educational institutions and organizations and their personnel across the United States, who work 
tirelessly to advocate on behalf of our underserved and under-resourced neighbors and 
communities.  

Thank you to each of the individuals and organizations for placing their faith in us. We are 
heartened to share the following snapshots of our work in 2022, highlighting the positive impact 
made for all involved.   

 
Stroock Assists In Establishing NYC’s Save For College Program 
 
A Stroock team, in collaboration with others, successfully represented the charitable nonprofit 
NYC Kids RISE in a groundbreaking public-private-community partnership with the City of 
New York to roll out the Save for College Program across the City’s public schools. 
  
The Save for College Program allows kindergarten students enrolled in a New York City 
public school — including participating charter schools — to automatically receive a 
scholarship account invested in a NY 529 Direct Plan, with an initial $100 from NYC Kids 
RISE, unless their families choose not to participate, according to the City of New York. 
  
The firm’s work on this matter included negotiating a multi-year agreement under which the 
City will provide funding for the expansion and multi-year continuation of the Save for College 
Program, to be administered by NYC Kids RISE. 
 
Stroock Helps Achieve Landmark Settlement with NYPD in Action 
Challenging Digital Stop-and-Frisk Policing  
 
Stroock, along with the Legal Aid Society and civil rights firm Handley Farah & Anderson, 
settled a years-long litigation against the City of New York regarding a new evolution of stop-
and-frisk policing. 
 
Our clients, seven Black and Latino men, were stopped and detained by NYPD officers who 
unconstitutionally prolonged the stops to demand their identifications in order to run unrelated 
warrant checks and other searches without reasonable suspicion to justify prolonging the 
detention. While police may only detain a person for as long as it takes to confirm or dispel 
reasonable suspicion that the person has committed a crime, NYPD officers prolonged these 
detentions to search their vast electronic databases for open warrants or other unrelated 
information. 
 
After years of discovery, in late 2022, a settlement agreement was reached with the City that 
brings changes to the way NYPD operates. Multiple NYPD patrol guide sections will now 
prohibit extended detentions for record searches without reasonable suspicion. The 
settlement also includes rounds of notifications to all NYPD officers about these reforms, re-
training sessions for officers, and monetary awards for the plaintiffs. 
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High Court Sides with Outcome Supported by Stroock Amici in Death 
Row 8th Amendment Case 

A team of Stroock attorneys, together with a UK-based anti-death penalty organization, filed 
an amicus brief on behalf of a group of constitutional law professors in support of a death row 
prisoner in Georgia.  

Lethal injection is the only execution method permitted under Georgia law. For medical 
reasons, this prisoner sought execution by firing squad on the grounds that execution by 
injection would create a substantial risk of severe pain in violation of his Eighth Amendment 
right against cruel and unusual punishment. 

The Eleventh Circuit held that the only method of challenging his manner of execution would 
have been a petition for a writ of habeas corpus which, by then, was time-barred. If affirmed 
by the U.S. Supreme Court, this holding would have barred virtually all manner of execution 
challenges because of the statute of limitations and rules severely limiting successive habeas 
petitions.  

In Nance v. Ward, in a 5-4 decision, the Supreme Court distinguished a manner of execution 
case from a challenge to the death penalty verdict itself, which could only be challenged by a 
habeas petition. The Court revived the prisoner’s petition and remanded the case to be heard 
on its merits. 

High Court Unanimously Sides with Outcome Supported by Stroock 
Amic in Hague Convention Case 

A team of Stroock attorneys submitted an amicus brief to the U.S. Supreme Court on behalf 
of a coalition of former state and federal judges regarding a major decision involving 
interpretation of the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. 
The Supreme Court unanimously sided with the outcome supported by the judges’ brief, 
determining that if a district court determines a child who was brought to the U.S. would face 
a grave risk of harm if returned to their home country for a custody hearing, the court need 
not consider potential ameliorative measures that may enable the child’s return to that 
country. 

Stroock Helps Improperly Detained Fishermen Take Coast Guard Suit 
To High Court 

A team of Stroock pro bono attorneys joined the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and 
the ACLU of Florida in the organizations' petition for a U.S. Supreme Court review of a suit 
by Jamaican fishermen who accused the U.S. Coast Guard of improperly detaining them for 
over a month in 2017 after holding them at gunpoint in international waters between 
Jamaica and Haiti. 

The petition challenges convictions against the fishermen over their alleged misleading of the 
Coast Guard officers regarding their intended destination. Stroock and the ACLU argue that 
the United States cannot criminalize statements made by foreign nationals on foreign-flagged 
vessels to U.S. officials in international waters because such conduct had no potential harm 
in the United States. 
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Stroock Deepens Engagement with Mount Sinai’s Medical Legal 
Partnership to Provide Special Education Support to Patients 
  
Stroock’s special education team provided pro bono consultations on special education 
matters to numerous parents of children with disabilities and mental health clinicians in 2022 
as part of Mount Sinai Health System’s Medical Legal Partnership.  They have also conducted 
trainings on special education law and advocacy for Mount Sinai’s mental health clinicians. 
 
Stroock Secures Win in Decade-Long SSA Benefits Dispute 
 
Over a decade after first filing for Social Security disability benefits for her daughter, who was 
diagnosed with a rare degenerative disease, a Stroock pro bono client received a fully 
favorable decision from the Social Security Administration awarding her nearly 11 years of 
retroactive benefits. 
  
A Stroock team helped guide the client through several rounds of denials and reviews and, 
after a lengthy COVID-19-related delay, the Social Security Administration granted the 
retroactive award. 
 
Stroock Secures Guardianship and Medical Help For Child 
 
A team of Stroock attorneys secured guardianship over a child, whose previous caregiver 
passed away, on behalf of the child’s family members, allowing the child’s family to access 
his birth certificate and Social Security information in order to apply for federal assistance and 
medical supports for the child. 
  
The team guided the family members through the process of submitting guardianship 
paperwork, applying for fee waivers, and preparing for the guardianship interview.  
 
Stroock Secures Disability Benefits for Ex-NYPD Officer 
 
Thanks to the work of Stroock attorneys, a former NYPD officer facing the brutal mental and 
physical impact of his training and career saw the end of a years-long battle to renew his 
disability benefits from the Social Security Administration after he was improperly entangled 
in a fraud investigation against the attorney who initially represented him in his bid for benefits.  
 
After comprehensive submissions, including an expert report and briefing, and a trial, an ALJ 
determined that our client had qualifying physical and mental impairments that prevented him 
from working and awarded him substantial disability benefits. 
 
Stroock Establishes Its Name Change Task Force 
 
In partnership with the Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund, a group of Stroock 
attorneys helped several transgender individuals in New York City achieve legal name 
changes.  Stroock’s recently formed Name Change Task Force is endeavoring to expand its 
reach and impact in 2023. 
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Stroock Attorneys Help Gay Man From Russia Achieve Asylum  
 
A team of Stroock attorneys helped a gay man who was an LGBTQ rights activist facing 
persecution in Russia to obtain asylum status in the United States after a seven-year wait. 
Before fleeing Russia, the client had lost his job in Russia and was robbed, threatened, and 
beaten both in his home and while protesting national anti-LGBTQ Russian legislation. 
 
Stroock Attorneys Win Political Asylum Case 
 
In partnership with Human Rights First, after a multi-year effort, a group of Stroock attorneys 
secured a pro bono victory on behalf of a young Russian family seeking political asylum in 
the United States.  While living in Russia, the family—a mother, father, and their young child—
lived in constant fear of arrest and imprisonment because of their public protests of the Putin 
regime and support for an opposing political party.  On several occasions, Russian 
government officials illegally searched their home and threatened to place their young 
daughter in an orphanage.   
 
Following a full hearing, Stroock achieved asylum for the family in late 2022.   
 
Stroock’s Refugee Assistance Task Force Helps Vulnerable Afghan 
Refugees 
 
In partnership with the Immigration Justice Campaign and Human Rights First, in 2022, 
attorneys in Stroock’s Refugee Assistance Task Force represented numerous Afghan 
refugees, including refugees who fought with and assisted the U.S. military in Afghanistan 
and their family members, in their asylum cases. 
 
Stroock Assists Endangered Ukrainian Family 
 
A Stroock team is exploring long-term immigration solutions for a young family—two parents 
who were professionals in Ukraine and their preschool-aged child—who fled their home in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, during the bombing of their neighborhood and are currently living in New 
York City. 
 
Stroock Guides Sealing of D.C. Eviction Records 
 
In partnership with the D.C. Bar Pro Bono Center, a Stroock team assisted a client in 
achieving the sealing of two eviction records, which will enable the client to more easily secure 
affordable housing in the future. 
 
Stroock Acquires Rare Out-of-State Relocation in Domestic Abuse 
Case 
 
A team of Stroock attorneys, in collaboration with Sanctuary for Families, assisted a mother 
and child in securing a rare out-of-state relocation from New York to Pennsylvania, as well as 
an indefinite suspension of court-ordered visits from the father, who was alleged to have 
engaged in abuse against both mother and child.  The case went to trial, where Stroock 
presented powerful testimony from the mother and was able to make its case without 
requiring the child to testify. 
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Stroock Helps Restore Voting Rights for Florida Citizens 
 
A team of attorneys across our offices continues to collaborate with the Florida Rights 
Restoration Coalition (FRRC) to help restore the voting rights of returning citizens convicted 
of felonies in Florida. To date, in Pinellas County alone, in partnership with FRRC, our 
attorneys have assisted in reinstating the voting rights of over 150 individuals.  In 2023, the 
team will expand its work into other Florida counties while continuing to work on voting rights 
restoration in Pinellas County. 
 
Stroock Continues to Support Reproductive Justice Initiatives 
 
Stroock continued its longstanding efforts to support reproductive justice, in the wake of the 
Dobbs decision, including by assisting a range of partner organizations in matters concerning 
charitable nonprofit compliance, legal issues concerning the providing of and access to 
reproductive healthcare, and risk management. 
 
Stroock Continues Leadership of Small Business Legal Relief Alliance 
 
Stroock, in 2022, continued to lead the Small Business Legal Relief Alliance (SBLRA), a 
coalition of dozens of law firms, corporate legal departments, legal service organizations, and 
other institutions, in providing legal consultations and other supports to small businesses and 
nonprofits in the New York area on matters ranging from landlord-tenant, intellectual property, 
employment, tax, and regulatory issues to corporate formation, government grant, and 
transactional matters (among others). Formed in April 2020 to help New York’s most 
vulnerable small businesses and nonprofits stay afloat in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the SBLRA has since become an established resource for New York’s small 
business and nonprofit community seeking legal and financial guidance from subject matter 
experts. 
 
Stroock Continues to Help Underserved New York City Tenants  
 
A Stroock team continues to provide legal consultations to underserved tenants in New York 
City through monthly clinics in partnership with the Goddard Riverside Law Project and the 
Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence.  Collectively, in 2022, they helped more than 100 
tenants with issues ranging from uninhabitable housing conditions and rent payment matters 
to COVID-19-related challenges and unjust evictions. 
 
Stroock Works with Legal Aid Society to Achieve Appellate Victory 
Reducing the Criminal Sentence for a Survivor of Domestic Violence 
 
In partnership with the Legal Aid Society, following briefing and oral argument, Stroock 
secured an order from a state appellate court reducing the sentence of a woman convicted 
of a crime relating to her suffering years of domestic abuse.  The appellate court’s decision 
helps reinforce that one’s history of abuse may be relevant to an assessment of his or her 
culpability for related criminal offenses. 
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Stroock Assists Low-Income New York City Senior Citizen 
 
A pair of Stroock attorneys achieved a favorable outcome for a low-income senior citizen in 
a litigation in New York City, known as an RPAPL § 881 proceeding, who had suffered 
property damage and faced the risk of further property damage during construction work 
performed by a neighbor. Through our efforts, this client obtained comprehensive contractual 
protections against further physical damage to her home during the continuing construction 
work as well as financial compensation. 
 
Stroock Assists Bridging Insights  
 
A team of Stroock attorneys represented Bridging Insights, a charitable non-profit that works 
to develop research-based tools for conflict resolution, in negotiating and memorializing 
agreements with five universities, across the United States and internationally, to research 
past conflicts and collaborate to establish evidence-based models that can be applied to 
existing conflicts that are asymmetric, protracted, and ethnonational. 
 
Stroock Assists New York Bar Foundation In Its Transfer of Ownership 
of One Elk Street 
 
A group of Stroock attorneys represented the New York Bar Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable non-profit that seeks to improve the administration of justice in New York, in a 
complex transaction centered around the conveyance of One Elk Street to the New York 
State Bar Association and the negotiation of a Services Agreement, License Agreement, and 
Contract of Purchase and Sale to establish consideration for the transfer. The transaction 
involved extensive negotiations as well as engaging with the New York State Attorney 
General. 
 
Stroock Helps Protect the Correctional Association of New York 
 
A Stroock team assisted the Correctional Association of New York (CANY), its longtime pro 
bono client and New York’s only statutorily authorized independent monitor of state prisons, 
with the preparation and submission of public comments to oppose a proposed regulatory 
change that would compromise CANY’s ability to monitor New York’s prisons. 
 
Stroock Helps Direct Air Capture Coalition  
 
Stroock committed to support the Direct Air Capture Coalition (DAC Coalition) in its effort to 
make important progress towards addressing climate change. Serving as pro bono counsel, 
the Stroock team incorporated the organization as a charitable nonprofit, and is working with 
the organization to establish it as a 501(c)(3).  The DAC Coalition brings together global 
innovators to mobilize society toward net-zero emissions through carbon dioxide removal 
technologies such as Direct Air Capture, a process that is complex but achievable through 
global coalition. 
 
Stroock Continues Partnership with Teens for Food Justice 
 
Teens for Food Justice (TFFJ) is a New York-based non-profit striving to eradicate food 
insecurity through youth-led, community-based solutions and seeking to end diet-related 
disease and health complications impacting low-income communities of color. TFFJ currently 
operates hydroponic farms and health education classes (as part of a STEM curriculum) in 
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several New York City schools and Denver, Colorado. A Stroock team helped TFFJ negotiate 
an agreement with a corporate donor and co-venture agreements for its holiday fundraiser. 
We are continuing to work with TFFJ during its post-COVID reopening of existing farms and 
in-school programming in the New York City area as well as its planned expansion to other 
cities including Miami, Florida. 
 
Stroock Navigates Resolution of Dispute for Animal Rights Nonprofit 
 
Stroock assisted a charitable nonprofit that rescues dogs from dog meat trades, puppy mills 
and high-kill shelters in South Korea and rehomes them in the United States in navigating the 
resolution of a dispute between the organization and U.S. Customs after volunteers with the 
organization faced repeated issues at JFK International Airport concerning the transportation 
of dogs from South Korea to the U.S. 
  
Stroock Provides Broad Assistance to Food Lifeline 
 
Stroock acts as pro bono counsel to Food Lifeline, the Pacific Northwest’s largest food bank 
supplier.  In this capacity, we advise Food Lifeline’s board on various corporate matters, 
funding activities, and general contracting.  Most recently, in 2022, we advised Food Lifeline 
on the closing of a New Market Tax Credit financing of new facilities.  
 
Stroock Advises Queens Business Improvement District Consolidation 
 
A team of Stroock attorneys advised the Jamaica Center Business Improvement District (BID) 
in its petition to combine with two other BIDs in Queens, New York, unifying advocacy efforts 
for businesses across the newly consolidated district and decreasing the overhead costs 
required to support those efforts. 
  
The new district, renamed the Downtown Jamaica BID, will be created through the expansion 
of the Sutphin Boulevard BID’s boundaries to cover the Jamaica Center BID and the 165th 
Street BID’s boundaries. 
 
Stroock and Alliance for Children’s Rights Secure Guardianship, 
Bringing Extended Family Together 
 
In collaboration with the Alliance for Children’s Rights, a team of Stroock attorneys 
represented a woman seeking to secure guardianship rights over her granddaughter, who 
has been in her care since her mother’s passing.  
  
The Stroock team was able not only to secure guardian rights for the grandmother and child, 
but also to establish contact with additional extended family members who had previously 
been prevented from partaking in the child’s life. The extended family members appeared at 
the final hearing to express their support for the guardianship and informed the court that they 
had already made plans to integrate into the child’s life. 
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2022 Pro Bono Recognitions 
 

 

Our firm was recognized by many public interest organizations for the efforts of our attorneys 
and business professionals on behalf of our pro bono clients in 2022.  We remain grateful for 
the opportunities to serve our communities and look forward to making meaningful 
contributions in 2023 and beyond.  
   

 

     

 

    

 

    

 

     

 

    

 

    

 


	Public Service Project 2022 Year-in-Review
	2022 PSP Year in Review.pdf
	A Year-in-Review: 2022 Public Service Project




